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Sir: 



Enclosed is a January 4, 2003 European Search Report issued in a foreign 
counterpart application. The references cited therein are not being submitted herewith 
because they were already cited in the Information Disclosure Statements of October 22, 
2003 and March 16, 2004. Applicants request that this document be placed in the official 
file of this case. 



Applicants' undersigned attorney may be reached in our Washington, D.C. office by 
telephone at (202) 530-1010. All correspondence should continue to be directed to our 
below listed address. 
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COMMUNICATION 

The European Patent Office herewith transmits as an enclosure the European search report for the 
above-mentioned European patent application. 

If applicable, copies of the documents cfted In the European search report are attached, 

SI Additional $et(e) of copies of the documents cited in the European search report is (are) enclosed 
aa well. 

The following specifications given by tne applicant have been approved by the Search Division: 
□ abstract □ title 

DQ The abctrart was modrfied by tne Search Division end the defmith^ text Is attached to this 
communication. 

The following figure win be published together with the abstract; 6 
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REFUND OF THE SEARCH FEE 

n applicable under Article 10 Rules relating to fees, a separate communication 
from tne Receiving Section on the refund of the search fee will be sent later. 
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£P 1 184 742 A (CANON KK) 
6 March 2002 (2002-03-06) 

* column 16, line 44 - column 29, line S3 

* figures 1-3,5-13 * 

US 6 324 370 Bl (MATSUDA KENJI ET AL) 
27 November 2001 (2001-11-27) 

* column 12, line 5 - column 13, line 2 * 

* figures 1,6,10,11,30,31 * 
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This annex llste o» potent family roBmoererabbng *> the patent documents dted In the above-men tinned European eearti report 
The members are at contained in the European Patent Office EDP flta on 
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